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PREFACE

The object of the pressnt undertahing 1s to edit *he purs
text of Shri Shankarichiryas Bhwhyy from a ecomparison of
o provious editions, 1 a form more ey of access and on »
principla more helpfal ta the undersianding of the reader than
has been, heretofors, attempted, 1n tho hope that an acquaintance
at once real and deep wath that standard specimen of the
Adwaits Phulosophy may thereby be secured and extended

Certun special ferturss distinguish ihs edition from
otherg —the extant editions are wvory fwulty—certan words
left out altogethor, wrang words substitated far right ones,
musdivision of words, absence of junctustion, mispunctuation,
quotations not marked or miced togsther—these defects, I
hive tried to remove  Specal attention has been paid to pane-
toation whicl: 19 an indispensable aid to quick reading and
intelhigibility  All quotations excopting two have been traced,
plainly marhod and their sources wndicited, exhrustrie cross
reforances also are given Whersver the Bhashya enters mto
len thy argiments 1t has been switably divided into para-
graphy and the THET and the THIVE have been dishnctly
indicated  One list gives the Cuta passages that form the
subject-matter of the AWEA>, ancther gres some parallel pas
sa_t% from tho Gita and the Upanishads  An mndex als of the
Gita verses 1s added The reader will find all these improve
wents of mvaluable help in undersianding the Bhashya and
follnwing the Iine of argnment throngh the several stages

Tho Lhagvat-CGita 19 the most origmal and profound work
oxtant in wny langusge on the Philosophy of religion and morale
Its principle deponds upon its camplote harmony with the
Shruts, taken ns @ whole with vastaoss of application—and thus 13
tho apen sosvne suppliod 1n the Bhashyrtothe Rajagahvs of the
Divino Bvomylar and Towcher The Bhashya sets forth the
techin.s of the Gita with & power, afullness, and an eloquence
rarsle equallad, nover surpassed It 15 ampossible to read it
wathout feelinw that the Iaminons order and logieal sequencs of
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prineiple more helpful to the undorstanding of the reader than
hasheen heretofore, altempted, in the hope that an acquaintance
ot once real and degp with that stvndard specimen of the
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tuation wlich 13 an jndispensablo sid to quick reading and
mtelligibality  All quotations excepting two have been traced,
plamly marked and their sources indicated, oxhwustave cross
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stbjort-tmattor of the HETS, another gives some parallel pas
52,05 from the Gitw and the Upsnishads  An index alse of the
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extwnt 1 any language on the Phulo ophy of religion and marats
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the patts are surpissed only by the Infty wnrty and coherence of
te whole (TFTTTTA. It 15 a classie of thouhit 1n the graitest
of 1ts domains—the domain of moral and religious plulosophye
The storm that hns latterly roared around the stately tres
has not succoeded beyond raring eolumns of dust bhinding the
eyes of the unwary and the eradulous, cuns of heaiy calibro
that tooh forty years to manuft tare havo friled to effect a single
Pbraach an the adamantine walls of the forlress  These virulent
literary assanlts provoke the repetiion of the old dictum that
what 15 true in them »s mot new, and what 19 new n not tree
Thess militant cnties revel in presenting the other <ido
Jn Iutastic costumes and sy caricature, by the steralion of
nichnawes  nd the cadgelling of dummy opronents Thia 1s not
the pliwco to unravel all the ctsutstie mystifieations, refulo all
the veillad calgmnies, correct all the delhiberate distortions with
a manifost persevering deternunatron to prove a caso at all cost
Minds thou h hashiy mftel when thins proclituted repdly
roduro truth to o minus quanlity Thes sro congondtally 1n
capihlo of comprohonding the smrtna? mewning of the
emaayEa-the tery first 1rcoseary condibion of afrar
they ennot sloadily heap befora thow ovos tho st dutin o
tion bietween the syramfes aod gryards <on os of the word sy
and an on, They are morbidly prone tn mucconcons Ianzunre
Too wuck of what passes as crticnm of fagfrnd 19 the
ampronisod chatler of araw 12, pertontously iznorant of hus
subject, Theco eritios poso them elves rs Adwartawadims and of
course as Mayawadine and vet shovas vulyar abuces on Ry
Shankaracharys for recogmising imuls te  g3irmry | Reidors
should be thoronghly on ther guard ag unetihs com:unn orror
of confounding  togother & wiis  aquamtancs with muy
books on & given  subjoct, and - clear et amto the subyject
jtsolf  These modern Lnights crrant of p oudo plulusophy
when but Lghtly tonclied ba the Blthsal ara with hus logieal

spear of celostial tomper mus!, perforco, rob
e graont Shapes s e ¥ y roturn 1o thetr nataral
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